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Pliny has preserved several traditional incidents connected with
Zoroaster, such as praise of a mysterious stone called Astriotes,
the Star-like; that he laughed on the day of his birth, a
circumstance which those who connect him with natural
phenomena would probably regard as indicating the joyousness
of the bright heaven or the dread exultation of the thunder-god;
and that he lived on cheese with great austerity for twenty years,
a statement which reminds us of the traditional and mythical
austerities of Hindu saints and divinities. After referring to the
general consent of authorities that he was the inventor of magic,
which Pliny judiciously observes was doubtless originally
connected with the healing art, the Roman writer states that
Eudoxos and Aristotle placed Zoroaster 6,000 years before the
time of Plato; whilst Hermippos the philosopher, B.C. 250, who,
of all the Greeks, most deeply studied Zoroastrianism, and who
wrote a work upon it, now lost, entitled Peri Magon, placed the
age of Zoroaster 5,000 years before the...
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